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     As we sit back and rest our aching 
muscles, we wish to thank all who were 
involved in making our Annual Giant 
Yard Sale a great success.  Including a 
matching fund grant from The American 
Woodsman Association, total revenue 
raised exceeded $12,000.00.  We thank 
all the supporters who donated items, 
those who came to make purchases, 
and the members, staff, Board mem-
bers, and community volunteers who 
assisted in setting up, selling and break-
ing down the two-weekend event. 

     Generous donations for the Yard 
Sale included everything from clothing 
and shoes to refrigerators, boats and a 
car.  Currently, we have six items for 
sale at a consignment shop as well as a 
22-foot sailboat and a Cougar automo-
bile; these will add to our revenues.  We 
appreciate the help given by our Board 
of Directors, staff with family members, 
Clubhouse members, NAMI members, 
some of whom assisted at the early 
morning (5:00 a.m.!) set-ups. 
     This annual event is much more than 
a simple yard sale - it is a tremendous 
opportunity to educate our local commu-
nity about the wonderful happenings at 
Vincent House.  Thousands of flyers 
were distributed, both near and far, as a 
way to generate items for the sale.  It 
gave us the chance to promote the reha-
bilitation which takes place at Vincent 
House.  Flyers, briefly describing Vin-
cent House, were available during the 
sale to assist in the education proc-
ess.  We also made periodic announce-
ments to assist shoppers and partici-
pants in understanding more about Vin-
cent House and the ICCD Clubhouse 
Model.  After learning more about Vin-
cent House, many people donated more 
than the asking price for purchased 
goods.  
     We would like to thank the commu-
nity for coming out to participate in the 
sale.  We were proud of the visit from 

our Mayor, Bill Mischler, as well as the 
many neighbors and residents of Pinel-
las Park.  We hosted visitors and shop-
pers from as far south as Sarasota and 
as far north as New Port Ritchey. During 
the final hours of our last day, many 
needy residents and families were given 
bargains and some received free cloth-
ing for their children.  This was a great 
opportunity for our members to fully par-
ticipate in a Clubhouse fundraiser.  It 
would not have been such a great suc-
cess without the support from our com-
munity and friends of Vincent House.  
We appreciate all your help, support and 
encouragement – THANK YOU! 

Giant Yard Sale Fundraiser a Huge Success 
 THANKS TO ALL !! 

All proceeds from the Yard Sale will be utilized to send 10 representatives of Vincent House to  
the 14

th
 International Clubhouse Seminar in Milwaukee, Wisconsin in October. 

   Judy Turnbaugh, President of NAMI of    
Pinellas County, joins Vincent House  

members and staff. 
Mayor Bill Mischler joins the fun! 

Elliott, our tireless leader! Time, also, for friendship. 
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     On Monday, March 19, 2007, our 
members, Christine Dotson, Carol Jack-
son, Angela Parker, Lisa Sanders and 
staff Dianne Steele boarded a plane for 
Washington DC.  We were en route to 
the Eastern States ICCD Clubhouse 
Conference.  The Conference was 
packed with many exciting experiences. 

     Tuesday’s events included learning 
opportunities at many workshops and 
plenary sessions, on topics ranging from 
employment and fundraising to the im-
portance of maintaining a positive atti-
tude.  The evening included a dinner at 
the Green Door, a long standing Club-
house in Washington DC.  The Green 
Door has a lovely older building with 
plenty of charm.  We were warmly re-
ceived and thoroughly enjoyed the visit. 
     On Wednesday, Angela and Dianne 
presented at a breakout session titled 
“Educating Your Legislators.”  We spoke 
about the Vincent House Legislative 
Breakfast and the importance of getting 
to know one’s elected officials. 
     Thursday was the most exciting day 
of all.  One of our partnership employ-
ers, Alex Ross of Liberty Lanes, re-
ceived an award for providing out-
standing employment opportunities for 
Vincent House members.  Alex gra-
ciously accepted the well deserved 
award.  Alex and his wife, Kristin, ac-
companied us to meet with our congres-
sional aides.  We explained to the aides 
the role and value of Clubhouses in the 
recovery process.  Alex expressed his 
appreciation of the important contribu-

tion made by Vincent House members to 
his business.  He explained that Liberty 
Lanes does not hire Vincent House 
members as a “feel good” gesture; 
rather, hiring Vincent House members 
makes good business sense!  That eve-
ning was spent dining and dancing with 
hundreds of Clubhouse colleagues. 
     The week flew by as we learned, 
contributed to and celebrated the ICCD 
Clubhouse movement with our fellow 
East Coast Clubhouses.  It was great to 
participate in such a wonderful confer-
ence while visiting our nation’s capital. 

An Exciting Eastern States Clubhouse Conference at Washington, DC 

Clubhouse means hard work and dedication 
...but there’s also time for fun and socializing  

on evenings and weekends!!! 
 

♦ We celebrated Easter Sunday with an elegant dinner of 
HoneyBaked Ham, lamb on the grill, potatoes and vegeta-
bles. We also enjoyed candy and colored eggs. 

♦ Members, staff and colleagues had a fun evening out in 
St. Petersburg at Ben & Jerry’s Ice Cream Parlor. We en-
joyed a free ice cream cone on a warm spring evening. 

♦ Once a month we have a Friday pizza & movie night. We 
recently watched “The Greatest Game Ever Played”, 
which everyone enjoyed. 

♦ A vanload of members and staff traveled to DINO World 
for a journey back to prehistoric times. 

♦ We now offer two Employment Dinners a month, on every 
other Wednesday at 4:30.  These delicious dinners cele-
brate members who are working and those interested in 
employment.  It’s a great way to recognize member ac-
complishments on the job. 

♦ We’re looking forward to future outings which include:  
The Annual  NAMI Picnic  
A play called “A Secret Garden” at Ruth Eckert Hall  
Pizza & Movie Night - showing “Patch Adams” 
Museum of Regional History in Safety Harbor 
Heritage Village Civil War Reenactment 
Miniature Golf 

     I’m very excited about an upcoming trip on May 20, 2007 
that Melinda Johnson and I, Chris Schaer, will be taking to 
Genesis Club in Massachusetts for a one-week Young Adult 
training.  Genesis Club is one of ten International ICCD Train-
ing Bases. We will be joining Evergreen Club from Washington 
and Elliot House, Neponset River House and Renaissance 
Club from Massachusetts. We will also be completing part of 
our training at the original Clubhouse, Fountain House in NYC.  
I have come to realize that training is not a vacation but a busi-
ness trip.  We are going to Genesis Club to gain the knowl-
edge of improving the young adult initiative in Vincent House.  
It may be exhausting but in the long run, it will be worth it be-
cause we will bring back much knowledge from this training. 

En Route to Young Adult Training  
at Genesis Club 

Joel Corcoran, ICCD Executive Director and Alex 
Ross, owner of Pinellas County business “Liberty 
Lanes”, join Vincent House members and staff at 
Eastern States Conference. 
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Clubhouse Standard #22: The Clubhouse offers its own Transitional Employment program (a) The desire 
to work is the single most important factor determining placement opportunity.  
 
 

SPREADING THE NEWS ABOUT PAID EMPLOYMENT 
By Jeffrey P. Albertson 

 
On April 25th, Jeffrey Albertson and William McKeever presented Vincent House at the Community Networking Forum in St. Petersburg.   

 
I was so nervous before William introduced me to speak.  As a matter of fact, I was shaking all over.  Then I started thinking 
about how the one girl who cares about me the most and then all of a sudden I felt better.  I talked about my first Transitional Em-
ployment job at 688 Skate Park and how difficult it was to start working again.  I also talked about the Clubhouse and what we do 
there.  I told them how I love Vincent House.  I even told them that at one point, after the first day of hard work, I decided I would 
quit.  But, with support from all of my peers at Vincent House who told me I could do it, I decided to continue working.  I didn’t 
want to be a quitter.  Now I am in my sixth week of work and I love what I do.  I just want to thank everybody for being there for 
me when I needed the support.  So, as Elvis - who is my inspiration - would say in his deep voice, “Thank you…thank you very 
much.” 

 
TRANSITIONAL  EMPLOYMENT 

 
 

Jeffrey Albertson  Skate Park 
Larry Haines   Senior Services 
Gary Hinkson  Skate Park 
Carol Jackson  Liberty Lanes 
Cindy Kelly   Suncoast Center 
Diane LeClaire  Pro-Clean/Raytheon 
Karen Maloof   Tri-Glo/Raytheon 
Gayle Marchiniak  Galleria 
Michael Ralston  Tri-Glo/Raytheon 
Ron Ritchie   Tri-Glo/Raytheon 
Lisa Sanders   Pro-Clean/Raytheon 
Chris Schaer   Skate Park 
Allyn Spidella  Tri-Glo/Raytheon 
Joe Stabile   Liberty Lanes 
Athena Steele  Suncoast Center 
Michael Taddeo  Pro-Clean/Raytheon 
Ed Wohlford   Tri-Glo/Raytheon 
Judy Wilson   Suncoast Center 

Casual  
Employment 

 
Kerry Birchett 

Gerard  Caldarise 
Christine Dotson 
V. Mike Hodges 
Aimee Hunnell 

“We don’t get paid for volunteering at Clubhouse.  Recovery is our paycheck!”  -Chris Schaer 

Continuing 
 Education 

 

Nick Cercone 
Bridgette Elias 

Kathleen Hartwell 
Steven Gregoski 
Michael Serkes 

Justin Shea 

 
 Supported & Independent  Employment 

Susan Alvey   
Alice Bongiorno  
Nancy Brown   
Nicholas Cercone  
Debbie Cibik   
Tess Daniels   
Don DiCarlo   
Jennifer Dickey 
Eddie Gares  
Art Hallman   
Kim Harrell  
Kathleen Hartwell 
Elizabeth Hoff 

Eileen Jones 
Kim Kobayashi 
William Kuropatwinski 
Bonnie Lawniczak 
John Markle  
Rand Pierce  
Bob Pitts 
Warren Prince 
Shannon Riley 
Heidi Rippen 
Beth Schweikert 
Terry Taggert 
George Torrence 



 M a y  2 0 0 7 
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

  1 2 3 4 SOCIAL              5 

  Cashew  Chicken 
& Fried Rice 

Homemade 
Chicken Noodle 

Soup 

Chris’ Vegetarian 
Enchiladas 

Baked  Ham 
 
 

Robert Burton 

NAMI Picnic 
11 - 2 pm 

Anderson Park 
Shelter #5 

Aimee Hunnel 

6 7 8 9 10 11 SOCIAL           12                            

 Hot Turkey  
Sandwich,  Mashed 
Potatoes & Gravy 

 

Gayle Marchiniak 

Grilled Cheese & 
Tomato Soup 

Ham Tetrazzzini 
 

Ginger’s Stir Fry 
 

 

 

Michael Serkes 

Cheeseburgers “Secret Garden” 
Ruth Eckert Hall 

13 14 15 16 17 18 SOCIAL            19                       

 
 
 

 

Amy Clark 

Chicken Casserole Spaghetti & 
Meatballs 

 

 

Elliott Steele 

Ham & Cheese 
Sandwiches 

Taco Salad Chili 
 

Richard Vincent 

HERITAGE  
VILLAGE  
SKIRMISH 

(Civil War Days) 

20 21 22 23 24 25 SOCIAL          26                        

 Chili  Dogs 
 

 

Lisa Sanders 

Melinda’s Ham & 
Macaroni  Casserole 

Angela’s Crab Cakes Crab filled Tilapia Ginger’s Beanie 
Weenies 

Safety Harbor  
Museum of Regional 

History 
Picnic at Phillippe 

Park 

27 28 29 30 31   

 

 

 

 

Anthony Hansen 

MEMORIAL DAY 
Cookout 

Marinated Chicken 
Breast & Mashed 

Potatoes  
 

Diane LeClaire 

Chicken Caesar 
Salad 

Tuna Salad  
Sandwich 

  

Employment Dinner - 
Beef Stroganoff 

  Menus are subject to change. Casey’s Café offers alternative lunch – call to order before 11:00 A.M.   

Employment Dinner - 
BBQ Short Ribs 

Pizza and Movie Night 
“Patch Adams” 

Elliott’s 60th Birthday 
Party 4 - 7 p.m. 


